- UNH,PFY SPECULLTIONS

- Into the life of every profussional genealogist, a little rain
must fall, especially when, in the course of human events, it becomes
necessary.to work with a so-czlled bestard lineage of recent date, It
secils thatj if the illigitimate ancestor was of great entiquity, or of
great importence,;likc William the First of England, this ecircumstance

:;_ might make the descendant sémewhet telkativc about it, as if it were
"~ rather queint. But if the illigitimate was his own father, grendfathe

‘er, or a nearby collattcral, the hush-hush is on, unless hc is the
Earl of something-or-other, of, course. ' -

There wore several bastard children born to the Hollingsworths of
Ballycancw, County Wexford, this writer's own femily. Thus, the rain
falling is close to home. But et le~st, he isn't in the position of
having to be frank with a client about the client's ancestor - & much
stickier wicket. John Hollingsworth of Crenacrower, as we heve al-
ready noted .(HR 7:3L), wes the acknowledged father of et least two
children by ‘two different neighbourhéod girls. The evidence is’ thet
they. retaingd the surneme 2nd the responsibilitics which went with it.
But in our Msrch issue we may have unrightfully eccused John of having
fathercd 2 third out-of-wedlock child; a son Thomas. Herc is thc other
possibility.- C :

Thomas Hollinsworth, born 21 Janusry 1816, to “John Hollinsworth
and Elizabcth Fields; baptiscd 28 Jan 1816 by /irthur Colley® mayn't
be Cranacrower John's. fault, but his first cousin's, John Hollings~
worth of Ballinakill, oldest brother of our Frederick, and the father
of fbraham, mentioncd &bove, the "ghost!. The rcason we think this,
efter considerstion, is, thet this Thomas) the illigitimate fcllow,
went to Elizabecthtown, Ontario,Canade, and married Deborah Ann Crafts
haying by her, two children, Margaret bliza, and Wallace .Bruce. (See
Tom's will, HR 4: 123) If Thomes is the son of Johr of Bellinakill, it
makes him 6ur Fredcrick's nephew, Our Fredcrick had a son Wallace al-
s6. By coincidence, our unclc Wallece lived in San Diego, California,
from 1907 to his death in 1912, and Wallacc Bruce:Hollingsworth lived
there in 1920. In 1816, John of Cranacrower was 33. It scems he would
have had bettcr sense, while John of Ballinakill was only 27 (!) and
had just lost ;his father, Samucl, about the time of this child's con-
_geption (Sam died 25 March 1815). Maybc he had tcmporarily lost his
senses on bedoming the heir at Ballinakill with its responsibilities.
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It is dofinitely a possibility that our own Frederick ves him-
self 2 bastard., 1In fact, legally, we havc never been able to prove
his relationship as a son of Samuel. His baptism is not on Ballycan-~
ew register, even though Sauel's other chilaren, born during the per-
iod the register was kept, are duly recorded &s having been baptised.
This means something, if only that he wes taken to another parish
church for the ceremony. Samuel's wife was Irom Gorey parish, and,
likewise, there is no entry cf Frecerick there. Most other surround-
ing parishes have lost their registers. There the matter stends, ex-
cept for: . o ‘

John Hollinsworth, a bastard, baptised 10 April 1803, son of
John Hollinsworth of Cranacrower, and Bridget Cullen. RKegistered at
Parish of Toome (Camolin). . . . .

Could this child be our Frederick? %e have not been able to
find further record of such a John to eliminate him, and this is just
about right for the birth of Frederick. If this is him, then he is
the son of the John of Cranacrower mentioned &bove, and was evident-
1y taken to-live and be raised by his real father's uncle Samuel, at
Bzllinakill. Bridget Cullen was doubtless a local Catholic lass,
who would have had little or no say in the metter of_thisfchild's up-




bringing. . .
Closing this articie, let us say that we have milled over these
“unhappy specculationst® for some years, these about Frederick. There
is very little likelihood we will ever really prove he was.the true
son of Samuel; but Frederick seems to have thought he was Samuel's
son and by 4nne Earl, Samuel's wife, daughter of “Edward Earl, The fact
thet Frederick named his oldest son Edward Barl Holliugsworth seems to
establish tlis idea. Bastard children, in those days, usually were
aware of the fact, rather then to be raised by others unaware. There
is the counter argument.' : '




